TO THE
RIGHT HONOURABLE

Sir Fofeph Williamfon, Knight,
PRINCIPAL

SECRETARY of STATE.

5 Aving begun this New Century of the Philofo-
y phical Tranfaltions zear the time that your
Merits raifed you to that eminent place you
are now poffeffed of 5 and confidering alfo the
N fleddy inclinations, you do on all occafions ex-
‘ prefs to advance the Ingennous Arts: IFor
o thefe and other good refpeits, 1 hold my felf
obliged to prefent you with the firft Volume of thefé iy new
beginnings. In which Volume 1 adventure to meniion fugge-
8 fliczs
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Sfious pretending the Improvements of England by Agriculture
and Trade y by Diftipline and Induflry; by Conduct and Manu-
Sfactures.

Tke Rural Arts were the ferious bufinefs, and the matureft,
if not the Maficr-piece of learn’d Varro; and they founded the
Roman Ewmpire, fugporting bhardy Valour, and drawing the
wheels of trinmphant Grandeur, Thefe adorned the famous Penfil
Garden of the ﬁJr/i Monarchy, and th:y enlarg’d the Spicy Groves
and [pacions Qrchards of the Medes and Perfians ; as Trade and
Nzvigation raifed the greate$i Cities, IVeal:h and Magnificence
of all former and later Ages. Ard tle Mathematicks perform’'d
all the true wonders in the Ages of wonder, both in the Eaft
and Wefl, as far as the Sun does travel.

Of thefe Propofals there are fome fo manifeflly and generally
bemeficialy fowell tryed, or allowed, and encouraged by our ex-
prefs Laws, that they gave me the confidence to recommend them
to the Generous. In this rauk, I conceive, are, The [preading of
praitical Mathematicks in all our Trade-towns and Ports; the
saking great Rivers navigable, to iicreafe Trade; the Fifbery
and Navigation; the feveral ways of fertilizing barren Lands,
and of cultivating wafte Grounds; the draining Bogunes and ins
fectious Fensy to render the Air wholefome in all the Neighbour-
hood, befides other Cominodities procecding from thence; the re-
covering the ancient repatation of our main Staple trade by the
beft kinds of Drapery and erher Expedients; the increafiug our
Linnen-trade 5 the reducing our niciibers of idle pevfons and va-
grants to work for their own relicf and the publick good; the
making of Latton, and other cuvious works in Iron,Tin, Copper,
and other Metals, which cur cwn Mines afford; the making Sale
and Salt-perer of our own at home, and encugh for our own occafi-
ons 5 the making of fine Paper 5 the vaifing of Nuryfcries of Fruit-
rrees and Gardens of rare ard exotic Fegetables, as far as cor
Soil and Climate wiil entertain them y to fhelter, eurich and
embellifh all fair Manfions and Toewwns (chiefly our famous “Uni-
verfities, for an Exemplar to the roff, ) with Grovesof Fruit and
Mulbervy-trees, and fragrant Evergreens. I¥hatfocver docs ap-
parently conduce to the Iflgealrb, Strength, Populonfic(s and IVel-
fare of thefe bis Majeftics Kingdoms, fitch Propafals I feruple nos
to recommend and endear to all that have bearty affections for
their Native Country and their own Patrimony. Other Over-
tures whicharc out of my Sphere, I refer to a bigher Expericnee s
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my Station and my Inclinations engaging me only to urge the fore-
mention'd and the like concerns. ‘Opon which account, Siry 1 alfs
Seruple not to follicite the continuance of your faveurto advauce
the ‘Defigns of the Royal Socicety, according to his Majefties Inren-
ticns expreft in the Royal Charter,invegard of the great and many
opportunities, that willoffer themfelves into your hands, both by
foreign Negotiations, and domeftick Comerummrs..

By the Experience of late Years we have grounds to hope,
That, while our Englifb Nobiliry and Gentlemen are pleasd to
briug bome ufeful Arts and ingenions Difcoveriesof Natnre from
tocir Travelss the largenefs of our Commerce abroad, and the
groweh of Arts at bome, and the Obfevvations of judiciouns An-
tiquaries will be a threcfold advantage for the reputation and
bencfit of England, and cast an acceptable and obliging afpect
over all bis Majefties Dominions.

The msst difficult and curious parts of Phyfrology and Geoine-
try, of Opticks a:d Aftronomy, have grown in England, and in
the chief places of Chriflendim, in few years fafter than fome un-
traclable men are willing they fhould grow. And thefe Abflru-
Sities give good Satisfaction and fiucere Delight to the decply
Intelligent and truly Reafouable.  On the other hand, rural Di-
lrgence and Trade bring 1n to the Multitude a fenfible Reward,
with uumberle(s varicties of Emoluments and Accommodations :
In thefe alfo there hath fomething been lately done among us.
12 Scotland alfi they begin, o one band, to erect Aftronomical
Obforvatories, and on the other, to call for Dutch Gardiners

nd Nurfertes about their chisf Cities and Oniverfities. And
Ircland fhakes off ber priftin lazinefs, being now bufy in provi-
ding fine Lincu for themfelves, Sals and Rigging for Ships, for
Cimmerce, and for their Fifbery; in tilling more Land, and in
tireing their mofly Grounds iinto Gardens of ‘Potatoes. The very
Wildernefs of New Encland is, on a fudden, become a fruitful
Orchard, fenc'd with bips of their vwn building, and border'd
with Stages and all furniture for their Fifbery. And in lofs i ime,
by God's 2loffing, Jamaicamay be the fairefl Garden of the IV irld.

Aud miw, Siry as unneceffary, 1 fhorld fay more to you, either
Sorete gue i theother, fir the vivre Sublime, or for the more ufe-
Sful Arts. Tour vwn Genius, wi'bout any other imprefsment, will
make Lnferences leadig to further Adcantages. ” Mean while, I
am fidl of bhopes, I fhall nit mifs of my honest aim, by what
hath already appear'd from you wn the fair Buildings of Queens

Coilege
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College 212 Oxford, with other confiderable Monumesnts; which
will be permanent Records of your Generofity towards the encon-
ragement of Learning, Arts and Sciences : So that 1 fhall not
nced to rum ont into more prolixity, than only to fubfcribe my
Sfelf what really I am,

SIR,
Your very humble

and faithful

Servant,

Henry Oldenburg, §. R. S.



